
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MG Willard A. Shank 
November 9, 1921 – October 25, 2004 

Willard A. Shank, a Sacramento civic leader, attorney and citizen soldier whose career 
included a stint as commanding general of the California National Guard, had been in failing 
health since suffering a stroke four years ago. He was one of the highest-ranking lawyers in 
the state attorney general's office when then-Gov. George Deukmejian selected him to lead 
the National Guard. Holding the rank of major general, he was the organization's commander 
from 1983 until 1987. As the Guard's top general, Mr. Shank presided over a major 
transformation of the organization - more integration with active-duty components, an increase 
in overseas training missions, and beefed up training.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMSgt Blaine D. Hall 
August 7, 1923 – October 15, 2004 

Blaine enlisted in the Army on March 3, 1942, and was assigned as a member of the original 
Cadre of the 82nd Airborne Division, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment Company B. He was 
one of very few to have survived a low-level jump when his parachute failed to open from 700 
feet.  He was a part of the forces that invaded France and suffered injuries during small arms 
fire with the Germans.  Following active duty, and a stint as a cab driver, Blaine joined the Ca. 
Air National Guard in 1949 in the 144th Fighter Bomber Wing followed by the 129th Special 
Operations Group and later the Aerospace and Recover Group.  He retired on August 7, 
1978, after 36 ½ years of faithful service in various capacities most notably as a 
Superintendent of the Life Support Division in his unit. 

He leaves behind his loving wife Dorothy, sons Blaine Jr., Kevin and predeceased son Randy, 
daughter Jeannine, six grandchildren and one great grandson. 

 
 
 

 
 

Col Raymond John Fitts 
February 17, 1921 – November 3, 2004 

Ray served in World War II as a B-29 instructor pilot. He returned to active duty for the Korean 
War. He flew 32 combat missions and received the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
successfully landing his B-29 with only two of four engines operating and one on fire, saving 
the crew and plane. After the war he served for over 20 years in the California Air National 
Guard with the 129th Special Operations Group, Hayward. He retired as a full Colonel. He 
continued to fly into his 80's.  Ray was preceded in death by Mildred, his wife of 54 years.  
Ray is survived by his current wife of 3 1/2 years Mary Murtagh Fitts; sons, William, Raymond 
and Russell; daughters-in-law, Barbara, Karen and Janet; grandchildren, Erin, Kelly, Michael, 
Jennifer, Jessica and Jeffrey; great grandchildren, Noah and Jillian. 

MSgt Donald Henry Zumsteg 
March 9, 1932 – November 22, 2004 

MSgt Don Zumsteg served as an Aircraft Electrician Technician beginning in Hayward in 1956 
when the Unit was still the 144th Fighter Wing.  He retired in 1987.  Don was preceded in 
death by his wife. 
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