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Col Ralph L. Nobriga 
7 July 1922 - 23 July 2002 

Colonel Ralph L. Nobriga (CA Ret) passed away 
on July, 23, 2002, at age 80.  Nobriga's military 
career spanned over 3 decades, beginning with 
Army basic training in July 1944.  He enlisted in 
the California National Guard in 1949, and 
received his commission as a 2LT in 1951.  Col 
Nobriga served in the 938th Combat Support 
Squadron, Hamilton AFB, California, until 1970.  
In early 1970, he joined the 129th Combat 
Support Squadron, then stationed at Hayward.  
He remained with the 129th until his retirement in 
1975 as commander of the 129th Combat 
Support Squadron.  In civilian life, Ralph was a 
fireman for the City of Oakland for 28 years. 

Col Nobriga was preceded in death by his first 
wife, Laura.  He is survived by his wife, Wynn, 
and four children: sons Charles, Larry, and John; 
and daughter Laura Mendonca.  He also leaves 
a brother, Joseph Nobriga, and sister, Leonora 
Chapman, in addition to 10 grandchildren and 3 
great grandchildren.  Internment was at Arlington 
National Cemetery, Washington, DC. 

Col Nobriga was awarded the Meritorious 
Service Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal, 
and several World War II service medals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TSgt John E. Horton 
30 May 1965 - 7 August 2002 

Technical Sergeant John (Johnny Luv) E. Horton was 
killed in a training accident at Ft. Hunter Liggett, 
California, on August 7, 2002.  He was 37.  John 
entered the US Navy in 1984, and joined the 129th 
RQW in 1990.  He earned his pararescue qualification 
in 1994.  As a National Champion Skydiver and an 
expert skydiving cameraman, Horton had over 1500 
jumps and 24 hours of freefall time.  John was a 
qualified combat scuba diver, military freefall 
jumpmaster, senior parachute rigger (AF and FAA), 
tandem parachute master and examiner, emergency 
medical technician, pararescue trauma specialist, 
pararescue team leader, pararescue trainer and 
certifier, and tactical weapons specialist.  He had 
deployed with the 129th RQW to Turkey, Kuwait, 
Uruguay, Iceland, and Spain.  John was involved in 20 
operational rescue missions resulting in saving the 
lives of 15 people. 

John is survived by his father, John Davis Horton; 
mother, Joann Horton; step-mother, Marilyn Horton; 
step-father, Billy Robertson; sister, Suzi Romack; 
nephew, Nicholas Roti; niece, Lindsey Romack; and 
his fiancée, Kim Avery.  Internment was at Oakhill 
Cemetery, Cupertino. 


