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McKinley Named Chief National Guard Bureau 
 
Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates recommended the Air National Guard's director 
for a promotion that would make him the first four-star general in National Guard 
history.  Pending nomination by President Bush and confirmation by the Senate, Air 
Force Lt. Gen. Craig R. McKinley would become the chief of the National Guard 
Bureau.  
McKinley would succeed Army Lt. Gen. H Steven Blum. Gates has recommended 
that the president nominate Blum to be deputy commander of U.S. Northern 
Command.  
As director of the Air Guard, McKinley has been responsible for overseeing all 
policies, plans and programs affecting more than 104,000 Guardsmen in 88 flying 
units and 200 geographically separated bases in the United States and its 
territories. 
The independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves recommended 
the chief of the National Guard Bureau be a four-star position. Congress agreed and 
made the recommendation law as part of the fiscal 2008 National Defense 
Authorization Act.  
The promotion also recognizes that the chief will serve as a bridge for the states to 
the federal government and the active components of the military.  McKinley "will 
provide the leadership that will take the National Guard to the next level," Blum 
said in a written message to Guard units today. "He is a competent, 
caring, and proven leader."  
 

2008-2009 UTAs 
 
2008 
6-7 September 
4-5 October 
1-2 November 
6-7 December 
2009 
3-4 January 
7-8 February  
7-8 March 
4-5 April 
2-3 May 
6-7 June 
11-12 July 
1-2 August 
12-13 September 
3-4 October 
7-8 November 
5-6 December 

Lt Col Leonard James Pringle 
22 March 1943 – 1 June 2008 

Leonard James Pringle, Lt Colonel, Retired, USAF/ANG was born 
on March 22, 1943, in Spencer, Iowa.  He passed away on June 1, 

2008, in Concord, CA.  His wife of 38 years, Chloie, and his two 
sons, James and John, survive him.  Len was an extremely active 

person working a full time job for many years with Motorola 
Communications and then his own business.  All this time he was 

an active HAM Radio Operator using the call signs of K6JJC, 
KH8A, W6LT and W7NZ to communicate with others all over the 

world.  He was an Air National Guardsman for over 31 years being 
recalled for the Pueblo Crisis.  He was commissioned and served 

as the Communications Flight Commander for the Reno Air Guard, 
the Director of Operations and Squadron Commander for the 234th 
Combat Communications Squadron, Squadron Commander for the 

216th Electronic Installations Squadron, and was the Deputy 
Commander of the 162nd Combat Communications Group at the 
time of retirement.  A memorial service was held at the Chapel of 
San Ramon Valley on June 8th and internment service was at the 

Sacramento Valley VA National Cemetery with Military Honors 
provided by the Travis AFB CA honor guard. 

 


