
OL' TIMERS NOOZZE  6 

www.129AHA.org 
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According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics the national inflation rate is still trending upward. Of course any-
one who has been grocery shopping lately could tell you that, but, the BLS reports that the Consumer Price 
Index for April is up 0.8 percent over the March CPI, which bodes well for COLA in 2012. 

This is important for military retirees, and those drawing VA benefits, because the CPI is the indicator used 
to determine the annual cost-of-living-adjustment (COLA) and adjustments to VA Disability and Compensa-
tion,Vets Pension, and other VA rates for the following year. 

According to the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) the April 2011 CPI is up 2.9% from the 
2008 CPI. The 2008 CPI will be used to calculate the 2012 COLA since there has been no COLA since 
2009.  This means that if the trend continues the COLA for 2012 could be quite substantial. This will also 
mean an increase in VA Compensation and Pension programs as well as social security rates. 

 

NOTE: The COLA referred to here is the annual cost-of-living-adjustment for retirees. It is not the same as 
the Cost-of-Living-Allowance for active duty. 

 
 
Read more: http://militaryadvantage.military.com/2011/05/2012-military-retiree-cola-
update/#ixzz1NKdHdDhK  
MilitaryAdvantage.Military.com  
 

SSgt George Zozula 
15 April 1953 – 26 March 2011 

 

SSgt George Zozula was born 15 April 1953 in Los Angeles, CA.  He passed away 26 
March 2011.  Internment was at Forest Lawn, Glendale, CA.  He is survived by his 
daughter Erica Zozula; mother Ksenia Zozula; brother Walter Zozula; a niece and 
nephew; and two great-nephews. 

SSgt George Zozula joined the California National Guard 146thAirlift Wing at Van Nuys in 
1973, and transferred to the 129th at Hayward in 1978.  He returned to the 146th in Van 
Nuys in 1981. 
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