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2013 Scholarship Awards 
CCMSgt Liliana Ramos 
 
The Association awarded five Wing members $1,000 

scholarships.  The Santos, Delucchi, and Koenig 

scholarships are awarded with a generous donation 

from Patricia and Ronald VandenBerghe.  Col John 

Ruppel has funded the Ruppel scholarship.  The 

winners received their checks during the annual Old 

Timers Lunch.  Congratulations to following Wing 

members who have been awarded the 2013 

scholarships! 

 

BG Albert R. Santos Scholarship  

 SSgt Elizabeth Cunningham - 129th CF 

SMSgt Donald Delucchi Scholarship 

 SSgt Michelle Dunlap - 129th MXG 

BG Charles W. Koenig Scholarship 

 TSgt Michael Wang - 129th RQS 

Col Lina A. Ruppel Scholarship 

 SrA Sabrinna Steward – 130th OSF 

129th AHA Scholarship 

 SrA Everardo Dominguez – 129th OSS 

 

Liliana 
 
 

 ID CARD LOCATIONS 
 

ON-LINE APPOINTMENTS 
WWW.RAPIDS-

APPOINTMENTS.DMDC.OSD.MIL 
 

California National Guard Headquarters 
9800 Goethe Road, Sacramento, CA 

95827 
1-916-854-3277 

 
Beale AFB Pass & ID – 1-530-634-3187 

 
Travis AFB Pass & ID – 1-707-424-2276 

 
Retiree Activity Office – McClellan Park 

1-916-640-8446 
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  The Prez Sez 
The President's Column 
COL John L. Ruppel, Jr. (Ret.) 

 

The Association has reached the 2014 
fiscal year mid-point.  There are fifty 
members who have not submitted 2014 
dues.  The Association relies on 
member support to provide the 
Newsletter, web page, and various 
activates.  A second dues notice will be 
sent out shortly.  If you receive a notice, 
please provide a payment check.  If you 
choose not to renew your membership, 
a reply would be appreciated so 
valuable time and resources are not 
wasted. 

The annual Old Timers Lunch was 
attended by 85 members and guests.  
The Pararescue Squadron provided a 
briefing by Captain LeJon Boudreaux on 
their operational activities.  Col Butow, 
the 129th RQW Commander, showed a 
video on the Wing’s 2013 activities.  A 
second video featured interviews with 
Wing members who were early Unit 
members and participants in the first 
rescue mission.  Col Butow discussed 
the current construction program, 
including the new Pararescue Building 
and several future projects.  He 
announced that the Wing would be 
receiving four new C-130Js, with the first 
aircraft scheduled for delivery in 2016.  

The Old Timers Lunch attendance has 
been declining the last several years.  
The Wing Leadership has asked the 
Board to consider moving the luncheon 
closer to Moffett to provide Wing 
members with an opportunity to attend 
the luncheon.  The Board is actively 
considering moving the luncheon to 
raise attendance.  A decision will be 
made later this year. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The 1000th Save Celebration event had 
to be cancelled because of the venue 
price and the inability to secure an event 
guarantor.  The Wing is considering the 
possibility of combining the 1000th Save 
Celebration with another event. 

The Association web page has been 
updated with copies of the latest Board 
Meeting Minutes, Old Timers 
Newsletters editions, the Wall of Honor, 
and the reference page.  Lynda is 
working on providing ID card information 
with locations, phone numbers, and 
hours of operation to include 
appointment procedures. 

The Wing will be holding a Change of 
Command Ceremony on July 12, 2014, 
at 9:00 AM.  Association members were 
provided an invitation earlier this month.  
Col Steve Butow will relinquish 
command to Col Gregory Jones.  Col 
Jones is currently serving at the National 
Guard Bureau, and was previously a 
member of the 146th AW.  Please plan to 
attend if your schedule permits. 

LtCol Dave Russell has assumed the 
responsibilities of the Mercantile Store.  
His contact information is on the order 
form. 

The Board welcomes your comments, 
suggestions or inquiries. 

Have a great summer season. 

Cheers!!! 

 

 

     John 
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Have you moved?  Know a former member of the 129th who isn’t a member yet? 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / CHANGE OF INFORMATION FORM 
2014 Dues $15.00 

 
NAME:____________________________________   SPOUSE:___________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY:___________________________________   ST:________   ZIP+4:___________+_______ 
 
TELEPHONE:__________________________   E-MAIL ADDRESS:_______________________ 
 
RANK:______________   129TH SERVICE DATES FROM:_______________TO______________ 
 

Please complete the above information and mail to: 
129th Alumni & Heritage Association 

c/o Col John L. Ruppel, Jr. (ret) 
6718 Zerillo Dr. 

Riverbank, CA  95367-2122 
 

If your personal information has changed, 
PLEASE USE THIS FORM AND NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY!! 

Form is available at www.129aha.org 

ITEM COST SIZES 

Logo Jacket or Vest $65 - $80  

Polo Shirts  -  

Blackhawk & 130 

$25 & up Special Order 

Logo Baseball Cap $15  

Large Jacket Patch $10  

Small Shirt / Hat Patch $5  

Logo Pin $5  
 
 
 

All items can be shipped.  Shipping and handling are 

EXTRA.  All items are sent via U.S. Mail. 

All profits are used for 129 AHA benefit projects. 

 

If you would like to order a 129th AHA jacket, we again 

have jackets in stock.  Please contact Liliana Ramos for 

ordering information.   

Want to own a really unique & distinctive shirt or cap to 

show your affiliation with the 129th AHA?  Dondi’s 

Mercantile Store has a healthy stock of 129th AHA related 

items.  Jackets and vests are customized with your name 

and rank. 

All merchandise can be ordered by phone or on-line.  

Items and prices are shown at right.  Shipping and 

handling are EXTRA. 

Order from Dave Russell at: 

(209) 551-8077 
DPRussell1@sbcglobal.net 

or online at 
http://www.129aha.org 

 

Dondi’s Mercantile Store 
129th AHA Merchandise & Apparel 
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  129th Alumni & Heritage Association 
Memorial Day Honor Roll 

Day is done.  
Gone the sun 

From the hills, 
From the sky. 

All is well.  
Safely rest. 
God is nigh.   

 

M SGT Pastor D. Abelaye TSGT Raymond D. Cloutier TSGT Joe Hernandez M AJ Lawrence M auch M SGT Frank M . Sacramento

BGEN Edward R. Aguiar SRA Raeann M . Cordova M AJ William “ Bill”  Horky COL Ralston D. M cKee M SGT Thomas Santiago

BGen Haro ld A. Aherns SSGT Steve Courtney  TSGT John E. Horton  SGT Kevin M cKenna BGen Albert R. Santos

SSGT Harry Ahlborn LTC William E. Cox SSGT Celia Houghton M SGT Edwin D. M cNemar CWO John D. Schary

TSGT Gary R. Albertson LTC Gene Cunningham LTC James A. Hunt LTC Charles M eans SM SGT Don Shanks

LTC Richard A llen LT Gary Curtis  CM SGT Kenneth W. Huntley M SGT Paul M edeiros SSGT John D. “ Jack”  Smith

M SGT M anuel Amaral SM SGT Donald L. Delucchi COL Eugene J. Ignatow LTC Robert M orrison Claudia L. Cortez Sonnenfelt

LTC Shirley R. Ashby M SGT Robert Denham M AJ Jerry Ingram LTC Robert A. M orton LTC Les Spencer 

M SGT Larry S. Avilla LTC Philip J. DiGiovanni CPT Clyde Jackson  TSGT Rodney W. M orton M AJ Ira States

M SGT Howard Bachman LTC Ward H. Douglass TSGT William L. Jackson M AJ M ark M utchler LTC Donald W. Stewart

CWO Eugene E. Baker SSGT Robin Eal TSGT Bobby J. Jarman M AJ Terry Nelson  TSGT Nicholas Stoopin

M SGT David S. Bain M SGT thomas C. Engen M SGT Art Johnson CM SGT James A. Newman CM SGT Haro ld R. Strickler

SM SGT John S. Beasley COL Raymond J. Fitts COL Edwin Kalkowski COL James M . Newton M SGT M yron Tejada

SM SGT Richard Blair M SGT Herschel Flygare TSGT John Karpaty SSGT Charles L. Nobriga COL Herman Vandever

LTC Gregory A. Bose SSGT Johnny Forlanda A3C Alan A. Kelley  COL Ralph L. Nobriga LTC Urban B. Vandever

COL John R. Breeden CM SGT Earl W. Francis LTC John W. Kenney LTC Frank Oddo LTC John A. Vinther

M SGT Tommy D. Brooks LTC Billy Freeman SM SGT M ichael “ Kip”  Kenney LTC John W. O’Sullivan SSGT Edward C. Vittorio

TSGT Greg Brown CWO4 William Gateley M SGT Henry Kern LTC Edmund M . Petracek M SGT Bobby Joe Wagner

LTC Joseph J. Budro M AJ Russ Gibeson BGen (Chaplain) James Kintzi SM SGT M ichael Patterson M SGT Clarence W. Wagner

M SGT Sam Burgess SM Sgt Howard L. Gibson BGen Charles W. Koenig COL Fred H. Petersen M SGT Sam Wagner

SM SGT Fredrick E. Burkett SM SGT Arch R. Girvin LTC John Norman Komich M SGT Leon Pope LTC Louis F. Wang

TSGT Larry Butts SM SGT Wallace J. Glavor COL Charles J. Kuban SM SGT Joaquin J. Preciado LTC James Ward

TSGT James A. Calvin M SGT Clarence F. Gruenert SRA M ary Lou Lara LTC Leonard J. Pringle CWO4 Albert S. Warnick

LTC M alcom B. Campbell SM Sgt Blaine D. Hall LTC Thomas J. Laut M SGT Charles G. Proefrock CWO4 Edward C. Wiemken

LTC Neil Campbell M AJ Carl Haller, M D COL Paul Lavoie, M D M arge Rainsford SM SGT Paul F. Wilkins

SGT Steven Carlyle  M SGT Lloyd Hamilton TSGT Sandee Lawrence LTC John Reading LTC Don F. Winters

1LT Desmond Casey M AJ James H. Harshman M SGT Bartley J. Lee M s. Helen Reed Chew Ty-ren Yuen

LTC Paul Chabot LTC Glen E. Hatley BGen Walter C. Leonardo Ronald Roach SSGT George Zozula

CAPT Stephen H. Church COL William Hein COL Edwin W. Lewis, Jr. COL Joseph W. Rodricks A1C Larry Zimmerman 

SM GT Robert Clayton M rs. Shirley L. Hemphill M SGT Jason M . Long A1C Robert R. Rossie  M SGT Donald H. Zumsteg

SM SGT Vaughn H. Clearman CPT Phil Hepner  CM SGT Joseph M artin COL Lina S. A. Ruppel Killed in Action
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Brig Gen Edward R. Aguiar 
6 July 1929 – 13 August 2013 

 

Edward R. Aguiar was born on July 6, 1929, in Oakland, California, the 

youngest member of a large family. He attended high school in the local   

area and became interested in electronics. He joined the California Air 

National Guard in Hayward, and became an Electronics Technician, rising   

to the rank of Technical Sergeant. After the fighter unit moved to Fresno,     

Ed was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant and made the Squadron 

Communications Officer.  He eventually attended pilot training, graduating   

in the mid-fifties.   He flew the F-86A & 86L, F-102, and F-4. Ed transferred  

to the 129th ARRG at Moffett Field, where he flew the HC-130 Hercules     

and was the Group Commander. In the early 1980's, he became the Wing 

Commander of the 144th Fighter Interceptor Wing at Fresno ANGB, and    

was promoted to Brigadier General. Ed retired from the California Air 

National Guard in 1986.  

His wife Dorothy preceded him in death by several years. They have two 

surviving children, Don and Joy who live in the Fresno area. Ed passed   

away on August 13, 2013, after a long battle with Alzheimer's. 
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O F F I C E R S  O F  T H E  A S S O C I A T I O N  
A N D  

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  
 

PRESIDENT 
Col John L. Ruppel, Jr. – (209) 869-2879  

J-L.Ruppel@att.net      

VICE PRESIDENT 
LTC Steven L. James – (925) 974-1820 
 SLJames@backgroundprofiles.com  

SECRETARY - TREASURER 
LTC David P. Russell – (209) 551-8077 
 dprussell1@sbcglobal.net  

DIRECTORS 
CMS Norman Jacobs (408) 910-4931 
 Norman.jacobs@ang.af.mil  
CMS Stuart Loux – (209) 985-7239 

RESQLM@hotmail.com 

CCMS Liliana Ramos – (408) 263-5352 
LilRamos@pacbell.net  

CCMS Douglas B. Sale – (408) 786-9339 
 douglas.sale@sbcglobal.net 

SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR 
CCMS Liliana Ramos – (408) 263-5352 

LilRamos@pacbell.net 

129TH RQW MILITARY LIAISON 
CMS Norman Jacobs (650) 603-9007 
 Norman.jacobs@ang.af.mil 
Newsletter Editor 
Lynda Taft Fawcett – (916) 349-1019 

LTFAWCETT@hotmail.com 

Are You Missing in Action? 
Dead Letter Department 

Have you moved recently - or not so recently?  Do we 

have your correct mail and e-mail addresses & phone 

number?  Please let us know when you move or 

change your email address.   

The newsletter is mailed out with a request for 

address correction.  The post office does not forward 

the newsletter to you – nor do they return it to us.  

They charge us 75¢ for providing your 

forwarding address.  Then we update your file, 

but you do not get a newsletter until next edition.  

Total additional cost to the association is nearly $1.00 

per returned newsletter.   

Please take a moment to remember the 129th AHA 

when you notify your correspondents of your new 

address – or when you change your email address.  A 

member information form is included in every issue. 

 

Col. John L. Ruppel, Jr. (Ret.) 

6718 Zerillo Drive 

Riverbank, CA  95367-2122 

E-mail: J-L.RUPPEL@ATT.NET  

Have a fun & safe  
summer! 

129th Alumni & Heritage Assn. 

C/O Col John L. Ruppel, Jr. (Ret) 

6718 Zerillo Drive 

Riverbank, CA  95367-2122 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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